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A two-day retreat was held recently to ensure appropriate
strategies are in place for the success of the CRCMPB.

Board members, the industry advisory committee, the program management
committee and key researchers gathered at Mount Lofty House to discuss the
future direction of the Centre and the effect of industry changes.

With the five-year review due in about 18 months, Director Bryan Whan said
the retreat was vital for analysing the vision, mission and success criteria

"aince the CROMPE started in 1957, there hawe been a lot of changes ta the
research and development enviranment and greater commercial pressures far
cur participants, * Dr Whan said.

*It s imperative that we respond to these changes and address any problems
50 that we can make the mast of our remaining term.”

He said changes that had impacted on the CRCMPE included reduced
gaovernment funding for its University collaborators, a greater emphasis on
commercialisation, major technalogical advancements in biotechnalogy and
the privatisations of the marketing and grain handling authorities,

"The retreat was a success because it provided the oppartunity to clarify the
direction of the CRC and ensure every persan involved is focused on what

needs to be achieved and how guickly this needs ta happen,” Dr Whan said,

A number of key decisions were made at the retreat, including the need to
maintain a balance of applied and basic research that is relevant to the
commercial sector. Dr Whian said the CRCMPB had always maintained a focus
on outcomes and this would continue to be a top prioeity.

He said the need to clarify policy in relation to intellectual property and
awnership was high on the agenda, Other outcomes of the retreat included a
commitment to bringing all of the participants together to achieve comman
CRCMPE goals and to devote more time and effort to promoting activities
and research findings
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New Business
Manager

lar Atkinson has recently been
appainted as the Centre's new

Business Manager, He has spent the

last frve years in Canberra, warking
at the Mursary Industry Association
of Australia as the natioral industry
development manacger.

Originalty from Adelaide, lan has
a Bachelor of Agricultural Science
fram Adelaide University and 2
Graduate Diplarma in Harticulture
from Sydmey University, He has
spent many yaars working s an
extension horticulturist in
Queensland and New Sauth Walas
and has extensive skills in improving
business practices, achieving out-
comes and communication.

lan said his most important tasks
at the CRC would be to expand
commercialisation cptions, finish
the intellectual property audit and
complete the establishment of CRC
campanies,

"I am loaking forward to the
challenge af this pasttion and wall
b focused on ensuring successful
future autcomes,* lan sad. For the
time being, lan s settlirg into his
newy position and is looking foreand
o meeting everyone invalved with
the CRC.

lan can be contacted on:
Prone (08) 8303 7414

Fax (DB B302 6789
ian.atkinson&adelaide. edu.au

www.molecularplantbreeding.com




From the Director

Australian first for barley
symposium

Australian scientists and representatives of the barley industry
were given the opportunity of learning more about international
research programs and outcomes at the 8th International Barley
Genetics Symposium held recently in Adelaide.

The five-day event attracted more than 2 el om 40 countries and
was the first time the conference had been b in the hern
hemisphere,

ssor Geoffrey Fincher said the
ul in providing members of the barley industry
with a platform fo nunicating research sutcomes, shanng informatio
about breeding progra

Topics of discussion included disease and pest resistance, genetic resources
and biodiversity, malting, brew

genome structure and mapping, and a

in the malting and brewing industry.

r Fincher said an important topic of discussion had been the
impartance of maintaining different barley cultivars, *The conference
reaffirmed a warldwide commitment ta ensuring there s divers
barley breeding,” h

He said the international keynote speakers provided some interasting

infarmation and different per

n different types of barley to grow on trial pl

best vari real conditions.
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Focus on education

The PhD program is an important aspect of the CRCMPE. We are contributing to
the future of plant breeding by providing education for these talented young
scientists. In return they are giving the CRC valuable research outcomes. In the
next few editions of the newsletter we will attempt to introduce many of the
PhD students and tell you about the contribution they are making to the CRC.
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Donna Glassop

Donna has completed a Bachelor of Applied Science, followed by a Graduate
Ciploma in Biotechrelogy and her Masters in Applied Scence (Bictechnology)
at the Queensland University of Technology

Betare starting her PhD studies with the CRCMPE, she was able to combine
her studies with work at the Tropical Crops and Pastures division of CSIRO

she started her PhD studies, titled ‘Phosphate transpart in mycorrhizal plants'
in April this year and wall be working an the project for the next three and a

half years

It has been discoverad that mycorrhizal plants are not particularly good at
picking up phosphates and the aim of the project is to gain a better
understanding of the relationshig between the plants and the phosphate.
Donna hopes to establish how these plants process the phosphate and which
gEnes are responsible.

She is based at the CSIRO Department of Mlant Industries in Brisbane and is
supervised by Professor Sally Smith in Adelaide and Dr Frank Smith in
Brishane

Cince she has finished her FhD studies Donna hopes to continue working in
the field of plant biotechnalogy.

Phillippa Hearnden

Phillippa = onginally from the

town of Tawonga in Marth East
Victoria and has a Bachelar of

Agricultural Science (Honaurs)

fram the University of
hielbourne.

She started her PhD studies in
barch this yvear and is based at
the Victorian Institute for
Dryland Agriculture in Horsham,

Her project is titled Transfer of pre-harvest sprouting
resistance fram Trittcum tawschin into bread wheat’ and
she is supervised by Dr Paul Taylor, Dr Francis

Ogbonnaya ard Dr Russell Eastwood.

The praject is cancerned with two types of pre-harvest
sprouting resistance contained in the wild wheat
redative Tritioum tauschil and their incarparation into
bread wheat. Those mechanisms are embryo related
dormancy and the chemical inhibitor contained in the
glumes

The aims of the project are to study inheritance and
gxpression of these traits, with a view to the
incorporation of these traits into Australian bread
wheat lines, The project also aims to elucidate the
s nature and mode of action of the chemical glume

based |r'h||:um:|r It is believed a combination of these two traits will provide

adequate sprauting resistance for Australian conditions.

Fhillippa hopes to continue a career in research related to crop production
once she has finished her studies and 15 particularly interested in plant
pathadegy. She is also [aoking at the possibility of extension wark and thinks it
is important to be able to communicate and relate to the people wha benefit
from research.

Marie Vawser

Marie is from South Australia and has a Bachelor of Biotechnodogy (Honours)
from Finders University. While studying, she worked part-time in a
Biochemistry laboratory.

She started her PhD studies in July this year and will be working on her project
for the next three years, she is supenvised by Geoff Cornish, Ken Shepherd
and Tony Rathjen and is based at the South Australian Research and
Development Institute (SARDI} Grain Quality Laboratory at the Waite Campus.,

Her project invohes laoking at glutening and imestigating their effect on

bread-making qualities in wheat grain.

High molecular weight (HRW} and o miolecular wesght (LW glutenin
subunits i wheat endosperm influence the rheclogical properties of wheat
dough. These findings translate to impraving sebection pracedures for quality
attributes in wheat breeding programs.

Frevious research has focused on HWMW glutenin subunits, but LW glutenin
subunits are also impaortant determinants of quality in bread wheats,
particularly in Australia. Marie’s research will extend the knowledge of the
relationship between the different alleles controlling HRW 2nd LW glutenin
subunits in wheat s=ads

she is planning a lang future in the field of biotechnology and says she is
interested in continuing her work in engineering better quality wheat vareties,






